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Granville T. Woods Award for Innovation

NaviLens

Presented to Javier Pita, CEO

Presented by Kathryn Wylde, President and CEO, Partnership for New York City

1904 Prize for Outstanding Achievement

Mitsubishi Electric

Presented to Eric Pelli, Vice President, Public Utilities Group

Presented by Wynton Habersham, Vice President, Senior Project Director, HNTB 

Board Member, Friends of the New York Transit Museum
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The 2024 Friends of the New York Transit Museum 

Gala was a huge success, bringing together over 

500 supporters to celebrate the subway’s 120th 

anniversary and salute our distinguished honorees: 

Mitsubishi Electric, NaviLens, and Susan Gilbert.

Our evening at the Tribeca Rooftop raised $885,000 

– and I’m proud to say that net proceeds totaled 
nearly $700,000, which means that 75% of 
all funds raised will be going directly to 
support Museum programs!

Gala proceeds will make possible exhibits like “The Subway Is…”, reflecting on the impact 

of the subway on New York’s development, culture, and identity. These funds will support 

Access Programs that help neurodivergent teens build social confidence and job skills, 

and help underwrite education programs that will serve more than 20,000 kids this year.

Visit nytransitmuseum.org to explore our programs and collections, and to learn about 

upcoming talks, tours, and events.

We look forward to seeing you at the Gala in 2025!

Warm regards,

Concetta Anne Bencivenga

Director

New York Transit Museum

MAKE A DONATION TO SUPPORT THE MUSEUM! 



ABOUT THE NEW YORK TRANSIT MUSEUM 

Founded in 1976, the New York Transit Museum uses its unique collections – 
including a fleet of vintage buses and subway cars – to present dynamic, accessible, 
and inclusive exhibits and programs that tell stories about how mass transportation makes 
New York City and the region great by ensuring mobility, accessibility, sustainability, and 
a vibrant civic life for all. Friends of the New York Transit Museum, a 501c3 not-for-profit 

organization, was established in 1995 to promote and raise funds for the Museum. 

FRIENDS OF THE NEW YORK TRANSIT MUSEUM
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

HONOREES

SUSAN G I L B ER T  

Susan Gilbert is the Board Chair of Friends of the 
New York Transit Museum. She started her career 
in public transit as Manager of Media Relations 
for the New York City Transit Authority in 1979. 
In 1981, she became one of the first employees 
of Metro-North Railroad, serving as Director of 
Public Affairs. With her husband, Eli Gilbert, in 
1989 she founded Interactive Elements, Inc., an 
award-winning transportation consulting compa-
ny with special accomplishments in operations, 

safety, and security. Under her leadership, Friends has helped the New York Transit 
Museum grow to become an anchor cultural and educational resource serving over 
half a million people every year.  *Susan is unable to attend tonight and will receive 
the Don Harold Award for Service at a later date.

Virginia Borkoski  
Carla Craft 

John di Domenico  
Beverly Dolinsky  

Susan Gilbert  
Kurt Goddard

Wynton Habersham  
Al Quintero
Ed Seaman

Ruby Siegel
Steve Vaccaro

John Vasilj
Gerry Weinstein



MITSUB I SH I  E L ECTR IC  

Mitsubishi Electric’s Transportation Systems 
Division (TSD) provides the highest quality 
solutions to meet customer commitments and 
exceed expectations with a wide range of tran-
sit industry products and services for rolling 
stock, passenger rail and freight locomotives. 

  
TSD operates North American manufacturing and testing facilities for propulsion, 
on-board power supply, APS and CBTC systems, as well as HVAC designed spe-
cifically for the North American market. Its facilities are ISO 9001 certified and 
combine successful manufacturing principles with local sourcing to meet exact-
ing standards—with a commitment to support Buy America and Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise (DBE/WBE/MBE) requirements. TSD proudly delivers products 
and services of the highest quality, exceeding all transit industry requirements in 
reliability and performance metrics, while ensuring superior cost effectiveness 
with value-added solutions. As a division of Mitsubishi Electric Power Products, 
Inc. (MEPPI), TSD embraces the company culture of engineering innovation and 
expertise shared across MEPPI’s other divisions in the energy distribution and 
large-scale video display industries. 

NAV I L ENS  

Based in Spain, NaviLens has developed a groundbreaking 
system that helps people who are blind or have low vision 
navigate public transit systems. Their app uses a computer 
vision algorithm that interacts with large, colorful QR codes 
to read out signs and provide arrival information in audio, 
no cell service or WiFi required. NaviLens’s work in New 
York City was piloted through the Transit Tech Lab, a collab-
oration between the MTA and the Partnership for New York 
City, which enables New York’s regional transit agencies to 
address critical transit challenges by applying new technol-
ogy solutions.
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And thank you 
for keeping the history of transit 
in New York alive and vibrant!

Andrew Albert

Norman Brown

Sammy Chu

Michael Fleischer

Dan Garodnick

Randy Glucksman

Marc Herbst

David Jones

Meera Joshi

Blanca Lopez

David Mack

Haeda Mihaltses

John-Ross (JR) Rizzo

John Samuelsen

Lisa Sorin

Vincent Tessitore, Jr.

Midori Valdivia

Neal Zuckerman

Congratulations...

-Board Members of the MTA



Celebrating 
transit
AECOM is a proud sponsor of the Friends 
of the New York Transit Museum and its 
Annual Gala. We congratulate Susan  
Gilbert and all  of tonight’s honorees

Photo credit: MTA
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Driving the  
Mobility Transition

hitachirail.com





Proudly Meeting Challenge
With Innovative Change For 25 Years

HVAC  APS  CBTC  Propulsion
Diagnostics  Overhaul  Service

Support  Reliability

www.MEPPI.com

Mitsubishi Electric Power Products, Inc.
is honored to receive the 1904 Award For 
Outstanding Achievement from the New 
York Transit Museum in recognition of our 
25-year commitment to excellence within 
the Metropolitan Transportation Authority.







UNLOCKING A 
WORLD-CLASS 
RIDER EXPERIENCE 

boldyn.com

In the US and across the globe, our 
connected transport solutions are 
creating an unmatched experience 
for commuters. 

In New York City, our growing 
network provides connectivity 
for millions of subway riders.

di Domenico + Partners
Celebrates 120 Years of New York City Transit

& Congratulates Tonight’s Honorees!



GCA General Contractors Association of New York, Inc.

We Build New York

60 East 42nd Street, Suite 3510 • New York, NY 10165-3598     gcany.com

The Officers and Members of the 
General Contractors Association 

of New York

Proudly Support 
the 2024 

New York Transit Museum 
Gala 

 Jesse Ottesen Robert G. Wessels
President   Executive Director

Hayden AI salutes the 
New York Transit Museum for

preserving our transportation heritage. 

Putting Transit First



Proudly serving 
New York
with seamless fare 
payment experiences

Discover more at masabi.com

since 2014



55 West 46th Street | New York, NY
nixonpeabody.com | @NixonPeabodyLLP

Making 
an impact
Nixon Peabody is proud to support 
the New York Transit Museum Gala.
For 120 years, the New York City transit 
system has been an essential part of 
the daily lives of New Yorkers.

www.ramirezco.com     l     Grow with Us     l     www.ramirezam.com

New York    l    Albany    l    Austin    l    Boston    l    Chicago    l    Dallas    l    Houston    l    Los Angeles    l    Orlando    l    Philadelphia    l    San Antonio

Wealth Management              Municipal Finance              Debt & Equity Capital Markets

                                         Institutional Sales & Trading                     Asset Management

Samuel A. Ramirez & Co., is proud to support the New York Transit Museum 
celebrating 120 years of the New York City Subway



SIEMENS MOBILITY 

Keeping 
New York  
on the Move
New York never slows down, and 
Siemens Mobility is proud to keep  
the city on track! Our technology is 
designed to meet the city’s unique 
demands, ensuring that every train, 
and every commuter, reaches its 
destination seamlessly.
Together with our customers  
and partners, we transform mobility 
for the city that never sleeps.
usa.siemens.com/mobility

Find out what we 
can do for you.
wsp.com





© 2024 Goldman Sachs. All rights reserved.

Goldman Sachs is  
honored to support the  

Friends of the New York  
Transit Museum



Ideas transform communities
hdrinc.com



PPoowweerr  RReessoouurrcceess  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  iiss  pplleeaasseedd  ttoo  
ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  CCiittyy  TTrraannssiitt  MMuusseeuumm..

WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  tthhaatt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  pprreesseerrvveedd  
aanndd  sshhaarreedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ppaasstt  112200  

yyeeaarrss..  

PPRRII  llooookkss  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  tthhee  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ssuucccceessss  ooff  aallll  
ooff  tthhee  pprrooggrraammss  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmuusseeuumm  pprroovviiddeess..

PPOOWWEERR  RREESSOOUURRCCEESS  IINNTTEERRNNAATTIIOONNAALL
3311  NNAANNCCYY  SSTT..

WWEESSTT  BBAABBYYLLOONN,,  NNYY  1111770044
wwwwww..pprriiiinncc..ccoomm

Connect with us
www.arup.com  |  newyork@arup.com  |  +1 212 896 3000

Big ideas,  
independent minds,  
deep technical expertise. 

Find out what makes Arup different.



cubic.com/transportation

New York is the city that doesn’t sleep, nor does transit. Over the past few years, MTA and Cubic have 
partnered to bring OMNY to New York. Along the way, we have celebrated many industry firsts, making 
the OMNY system truly world-class and iconic.

•   2019: First major fare collection system in the world to launch open payments ahead of closed-loop 
smart cards

•   2022: First major system to offer open payment fare capping in NAM

•   2022: First major system to offer reduced-fares via open payments through an ABT system

•   2023: Expansion of OMNY to Roosevelt Island Tram and AirTrain at JFK

•   2024: New Student OMNY Card Program Introduced

ADVANCING THE FUTURE OF MOBILITY

Forte Construction Corp. is 
a leading general contractor 
specializing in public works 
throughout the New York 
metropolitan and Long Island 
areas. Serving government 
agencies such as NYCT, MTA, 
LIRR, SCA, NYCHA, and 
DASNY, Forte is recognized for 
its commitment to quality, safety, 
and innovation, establishing a 
strong reputation as a trusted 
industry leader.
 
Forte Construction manages 
a diverse portfolio of projects, 
including station upgrades, 
large-scale infrastructure 
development, ADA compliance, 
and institutional building 
construction.

STRENGTH TO BUILD
A BETTER TOMORROW



East Side Access Project | Long Island, N.Y.

CREATING A BETTER FUTURE, TOGETHER.
Advanced Mobility | Alternative Delivery | Architecture | Construction Management | Engineering | Planning | Program Management

Iovino Enterprises is excited to celebrate 120 years of the New York City Subway with 
The New York Transit Museum and their rewarding mission of informing 

and maintaining the stories of mass transportation! 

IOVINOENT.COM



Making tracks toward  
a sustainable future.

Public transportation systems have long 
connected communities and stimulated 
economic development. And decarbonizing the 
transportation sector will change how we have 
been moving goods and people for more than  
a century. At Jacobs, we are up to the challenge.  
In fact, we see it as an opportunity to keep future 
generations moving forward. 

We tackle the world’s toughest challenges. 

Follow us @JacobsConnects   |   jacobs.com

KIEWIT.COM

CONSTRUCTION
EXECUTION EXCELLENCE

Marine Parkway-Gil Hodges Memorial Bridge 
Brooklyn, NY





Knorr-Bremse equips passenger
rail vehicles worldwide with 
highly-advanced products

Including braking systems, friction materials, 
HVAC systems, intelligent entrance door systems,

auxiliary power supply systems, control
components and technology, windscreen wiper 

systems, platform screen door systems, driver 
assistance systems, and advanced solutions for 

crossing, signaling, and train control within
the rail industry.

For more information, visit www.knorr-bremse.us

New York City Location :  225 West 34th Street, Suite 1304  |  New York, NY 10122
T: 646-682-5505

MBAKERINTL.COM

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT  |  PASSENGER RAIL  |  TRANSIT  |  PLANNING  |  DESIGN
INSPECTION  |  CONSTRUCTION SERVICES  |  ENVIRONMENTAL  |  ARCHITECTURE



Stephen Machinski, Partner 
646.449.6336 
smachinski@pkfod.com pkfod.com

Proud to Support
The New York Transit Museum

SIEBERT WILLIAMS SHANK
is honored to support the

Friends of the New York Transit Museum

Siebert Williams Shank & Co., LLC is an independent 
non-bank financial services firm that offers investment 
banking, sales and trading and advisory services. 
We provide customized, solutions incorporating 
comprehensive financial advisory, capital raising and 
risk management guidance with the mission to afford 
the highest level of value-added services to our clients.

Member of FINRA & SIPC



Full service AEC firm.
Local Team. 
National Expertise.

STV Connects 
New York

stvinc.com
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ABOUT THE NEW YORK TRANSIT MUSEUM 

Founded in 1976, the New York Transit Museum uses its unique collections – including a fleet of vintage 

buses and subway cars – to present dynamic, accessible, and inclusive exhibits and programs that tell 

stories about how mass transportation makes New York City and the region great by ensuring mobility, 

accessibility, sustainability, and a vibrant civic life for all. Friends of the New York Transit Museum, a 

501c3 not-for-profit organization, was established in 1995 to promote and raise funds for the Museum.

NEW YORK TRANSIT MUSEUM
99 SCHERMERHORN STREET

DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN, NY 11201

PHONE: [718] 694-1600

NYTRANSITMUSEUM.ORG

FRIENDS OF THE 
NEW YORK TRANSIT MUSEUM 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES


